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most of the scientific bureaus of the Gov-
ernment.

Metronome, an instrument used for indi-
cating and securing exact degrees of tempo
in musical performances.

Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York
City, the largest and most important art
museum in the United States, was organized
and incorporated in 1870. In 1873 the grow-
ing collection of the Museum was removed
to 128 West Fourteenth Street, where it re-
mained until its removal to its present home

building the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Robert W.
de Forest), the opening in 1926 of The Clois-
ters, a branch museum of mediaeval art at
698 Fort Washington Avenue, through the
gift of John D. Rockefeller, Jr.

The Department of Paintings is especially
rich in Italian and Dutch works. The nu-
cleus of the Department of Classical Art was
the Cesnola Collection. It has since been en-
riched by the establishment of an Etruscan
gallery and Roman Court. The Department
of Egyptian Art, established in 1906 has been
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in Central Park, at Fifth Avenue and 82nd
Street. The first important accession to the
original collection of the Museum was the
Cesnola Collection of Cypriote Antiquities,
purchased in 1874, and this was rapidly fol-
lowed by others. Among the many notable
acquisitions have been the Benjamin Altman
Bequest in 1913, a rare and valuable collec-
tion of paintings, sculpture, enamels and
goldsmith's work, porcelains, tapestries, and
rugs; the gift in 1914 of the William H. Riggs
Collection of arms and armor; the opening in
1917 of the Pierpont Morgan Wing, the
opening in 1924 of the American Wing (the

greatly enriched by the excavations of the
Museum's Egyptian Expedition, working in
Egypt every season since 1906. The Depart-
ment of Decorative Arts was divided in 1934
into three new divisions: mediaeval, Renais-
sance and Modern, and The American Wing.
It comprises large and important collections
of mediaeval material exhibited both in the
main building and at The Cloisters. The De-
partment of Arms and Armor includes a
great variety of types as well as objects of
highest artistic merit and historical interest.
It is especially rich in harnesses of the i5th
century.